
Please share a summary highlighting your biggest, most memorable 
deals that you were involved in/completed in 2021. 

One of our team’s most memorable assignments in 2021 was 
the sale of the 25.27-acre Johnson & Wales University Denver 
campus for $61.5 million. Given the location and legacy of the 
campus, we knew it would be a very visible and challenging 
process. Some of our key considerations included the site’s 
redevelopment potential, numerous existing structures, 
adaptive re-use potential, historical significance…and of 
course, Covid’s impact on educational facilities. 

We received strong interest from many well qualified 
developers, but ultimately one group’s vision stood out from 
the rest. The Urban Land Conservancy, along with Denver Public 
Schools, purchased the property preserving the campuses’ rich 
educational legacy, also providing obtainable housing to the 
Denver community. In the end, it was a great outcome for our 
client and the community, which was important to everyone 
involved. 

Describe the overall performance/state of your submarket for 2021  

In March 2020 I’m not sure many people would have predicted 
the pandemic’s effect on demand for residential development. 
Also, with not-so-distant memories of the 2008 – 2010 
financial recession, I believe in the 2nd quarter of 2020 many 
of us in land brokerage were planning for the worst. To our 
surprise, by May 2020, and continuing through all of 2021, 
we experienced unprecedent demand for scalable residential 
development sites throughout the front range. Additionally, in 
2021 the build-to-rent business model further fueled demand 
for sites that had traditionally only been earmarked by the 
larger, for-sale home builders. 

 What are your predictions for your submarket for 2022?  

We appear to be off to a strong start in 2022. I believe demand 
for quality residential and industrial development sites will 
remain strong, but I wouldn’t be surprised to see a slight 
pull-back from what was an incredibly strong market in 2021. 
Reasons for a slight pull back could include a changing interest 
rate environment, increasing construction costs and labor 
shortages, backlogged municipal planning departments, and 
meaningful changes in affordable housing requirements.

What is going to be the biggest commercial real estate story for the 
Denver area in 2022? 

I’m terrible with predictions but will go out on a limb with this 
topic. I recently saw a news story on CNBC about individuals and 
companies rapidly purchasing virtual land in the Metaverse. I 
don’t claim to fully understand the concept, along with Bitcoin, 
but it definitely caught my attention. Given the innovativeness 
of Denver’s real estate development community, we may 
witness the first Denver/Rocky Mountain themed Metaverse 
virtual real estate project.  

How did 2021 challenge or change you? 

I’ve always been a big believer in the perseverance of the human 
spirit, but even more so after 2020 - 2021. I will forever be 
inspired from witnessing our entire industry adapt to such 
unique circumstances, while continuing to deliver at such a 
high level.
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What do you hope to accomplish within the next year?  

We have two kids gearing up for college, so finding the right 
four-year landing spot for each of them would be a huge 
accomplishment.

Looking back, what would you pick as your 2021 theme song?   

‘Feeling Alright’ by Rebelution

Finish the following sentences:  

I work best when… I’m debating ideas with my brother.

Nobody likes a… terrible WiFi connection.

I simply can’t resist… movie popcorn.

When I’m ready to unwind I… spend time with my family.

People think I look like… the beardless version of Shia LaBeouf.


